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IN their introduction to this new book, the contributing editors, former colleagues at the
University of Iowa where the urology and gynaecology operating theatres were adjacent and
shared a common scrub up, remind their readers that from a close association in embryonic
life the two systems maintain a close relationship thereafter. Nevertheless the specialist
training in these disciplines on both sides of the Atlantic frequently does not take adequate
notice of how diseases of one system may affect the other.
In an attempt to remedy this defect the editors have gathered together a host of
contributors (twenty-nine, several of whom are international authorities) from both special-
ities with the obstetrician/gynaecologists outnumbering urologists by a factor of two. They
were faced at the outset with a problem that does not occur in a standard single author
textbook when the subject is tackled from start to finish. Significant developments, and
there have been many in the past twvo decades, have to be selected and a rehash of texts
published elsewhere has to be avoided. The choice existed between providing superficial
coverage of many topics or extensive information on a few. In this they have in the main
been successful, although there is some overlap and repitition particularly in the section on
urinary incontinence where methods of patient assesment are repeated in several chapters
as well as being discussd in the opening section in the chapter on the urolog:cal examination.
Nevertheless, this repitition does not detract from the quality of the presentation.
The first section deals with the anato;my, physiology and examination of the female
genitourinary tract, and the chapter by Lapides and Diokon on the physiology of micturition
not only describes this clearly, but also details the evaluation of bladder function in a
simple and logical manner.
The section on urinary incontinence has a particularly important contribution in this
common and troublesome disorder. His rational approach to classification and treatment
is borne out in the results of his personal series where a cure rate of 96 per cent was
achieved in a group of 341 patients followed up for from 5 to 18 years.
In the section on the genitourinary tract in pregnancy there are two good review type
chapters, one by Robertson on the alterations in renal function during pregnancy and the
renal changes in toxaemia and the other an excellent summary of present thoughts on
asymptomatic bacteria by Cunningham and Whalley. To bring the section right up to date
there is a stimulating chapter on the gynaecological and obstetric problems which occured
in 75 renal allograph receipients.
The standard of illustration is high throughout with many excellent and clear line
drawings and radiographs.
In conclusion, this is a book which covers the subject thoroughly though the style is
uneven and there is repetition. Its cost will discourage many, but it will be a valuable
book of reference in departmental and postgraduate centre libraries where it will perhaps
be appreciated more by those at the "sharp end" than those who are entering the spec;ality.
G.A.M.
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